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Beachwood’s recently formed Brownie Troop #172 meets once 
a month, generally on the third Wednesday, after school. First- and 
second-grade girls interested in participating are encouraged to call 
Stevani Rohde at 330.983.0426.

Girls in other grades who wish to join the Girl Scouts are also 
encouraged to call.

Back row, from left: Hannah Light, Layah Pelts, Morgan 
Hammond, Malinda Creel, Troop Leader Lisa Fullerton and 
Junior Scout Kathleen Fullerton.

Front row, from left: Sarah Jane Fullerton, Aria Evans-Roskos, 
Aiynah Pritchett and Lauren Miller.

Beachwood Middle School (BMS) hosted a day with Dr. 
Monte Selby (pictured) on Friday, January 29, when he worked 

with more than 90 BMS music 
students to write and create a song 
entitled “Don’t Wait.” Selby’s 
distinctive work spans over two 
decades, impacting educators from 
North America, South America, 
Europe, and Asia. He is world 

renowned for his practical, humorous, and engaging presentations, 

Kindergarten Registration 
If you have a child that will be entering kindergarten in the 

fall, please contact Mrs. Janet Kertesz, Bryden School secretary, 
at 216-831-3933 to request a registration packet.  

Kindergarten registration is scheduled for Thursday, April 22 
from 4 - 7 p.m. and Friday, April 23 from 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  
Once you receive your packet, please call Mrs. Kertesz to make 
an appointment to enroll your child.

Sophomore Scott 
Remer tied for 1st 
place in the 10th grade 
division for the “Happy 
Birthday Dr. King!” 
Birthday Card Contest 
sponsored by The Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Holiday Scholarship 
Committee of Cleveland, 
Ohio. Remer, one of 12 
winners, won a $500 
scholarship.

Beachcomber Now Online!
Beachwood High School’s newspaper, The Beachcomber, is 

now online, and offers more than its counterpart’s print publication. 
The online publication presents users with a multimedia experience 
through embedded videos and photo slide-shows.

Selected stories from print publications are on the site, as well 
as articles that did not fit in the print publications. As this world 
goes more and more digital, the Beachcomber online is ahead of 
the curve as a student publication. It allows students to work not 
only in journalism, but in web design, as well.

Visit www.bcomber.org today!

MLK Birthday Card Contest Winner

Beachwood Welcomes Brownie Troop #172

Beachwood Middle School Students Produce Song with Dr. Monte Selby 
but is perhaps best known for his 
music. The collaborative song 
embodied students’ thoughts 
on how they want to live 
each moment and not let 
life pass them by.

To hear the song, please 
visit the homepage of the 
Beachwood Schools website 
at www.beachwoodschools.org.
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Board of Education
David B. Ostro, President, 464-0718 • do@beachwoodschools.org

Jennifer Tramer, Vice-President, 765-0744 • jmt@beachwoodschools.org
Beth Rosenbaum, 831-9246 • br@beachwoodschools.org
Dr. Brian Weiss, 464-6678 • bw@beachwoodschools.org

Mitchel Luxenburg, 382-8943 • ml@beachwoodschools.org

Superintendent: Richard A. Markwardt, Ph.D., 464-2600 • supt@beachwoodschools.org

Communications Director: Michelle Burgess, 464-2600 • mwb@beachwoodschools.org

Beachwood High School Capital Improvement Project
Dear Beachwood Residents:

The Beachwood Board of Education is placing a $30 million, 30-year bond issue on the May 4, 2010, ballot. Its purpose is the 
improvement of the physical structure of Beachwood High School. This is a “bricks and mortar” issue that cannot be used to fund salaries 
and day-to-day operating expenses of the district. If approved by the electorate, it would cost the owner of a $250,000 home an additional 
$16/month in property tax.

In recent weeks, Rich Markwardt, superintendent; Michele Mills, treasurer; and Robert Hardis, Beachwood High School principal; 
have appeared before the Board of Education to detail the planned improvements to the building which are a combination of renovation 
with some new construction where deemed most cost-effective. Presentations have also been made to various community stakeholder 
groups to explain concept drawings of the improved high school prepared by Burt Hill Architects. The renderings address several key areas.  

Portions of Beachwood High School are more than 50 years of age. Operational costs and the needs of students have changed greatly 
in that time period. Accordingly, the building is in need of considerable improvements as a result of the normal aging process. Many needs 
relate to its infrastructure. The original boilers, now 53 years old, pose repair challenges; in some cases, replacement parts must be custom-
made. Many classrooms are too cold or too hot. Electrical brownouts are common as the collective demands of computers, smartboards 
and other technology tax the building’s ability to sustain them. Heating, electrical, and energy-related upgrades would consume nearly 
one-third the cost of the project, but the end result would be a much more energy-efficient “greener” learning environment.

Other needed improvements relate directly to the delivery of academics. These include classrooms that meet the minimum size 
recommendations of the Ohio School Facilities Commission, an expanded library-media center, and of course, enhanced technological 
capacity. Today’s Beachwood High School students are preparing for a world that is vastly different than the one that existed when the 
school was originally built. Accordingly, the renovated building would be built to address those rapidly expanding learning needs through 
the reorganization of its instructional space and incorporation of associated energy and technological resources.

The creation of performing arts space in the form of new vocal and instrumental classrooms, new practice rooms, and increased storage 
space for instruments is part of the planned renovation project. Those new rooms would replace smaller basement music rooms which 
have been plagued by water damage. The new structure would be wrapped around the existing auditorium providing easier access to the 
stage and much needed space for the high school’s growing performing arts groups.

Increased community use will be promoted in the new high school design through the creation of a large new community room with 
flexible seating and display areas, a refurbished South Gymnasium and natatorium, a multi-purpose room for dance, martial arts, etc., and 
a remodeled cafeteria and student-run Beachwood Bistro.

Athletic facilities would be improved with attention focusing on student safety and fitness and the growing needs of women’s athletic 
programs. A thorough analysis of existing playing fields will be conducted with the goal of making ours comparable to others in our 
athletic conference. Public restrooms, a new concession stand and improved seating are components of the improvement plan.  Stadium 
lighting is not included.  

The Beachwood Board of Education has been studying the Beachwood High School Capital Improvement Project since January 
2008. Despite temporary postponement due to the downturn in the state and national economy, the project resurfaced in 2009. In August, 
Beachwood City Schools applied for federal stimulus funds earmarked for energy conservation renovation projects.  The district was 
awarded a $5.6 million allocation, which will permit borrowing of these funds at below market interest rates resulting in a projected 
savings in excess of $700,000. That fact, coupled with a friendly construction climate, in essence a “buyers’ market,” makes the present 
an opportune time to proceed with the needed improvements to Beachwood High School.

The high school is the flagship of any community.  As Beachwood seeks to attract and retain families, the condition of its high school 
will greatly affect its ability to do so. A recent community survey reaffirmed the Beachwood community’s commitment to its schools. It 
reflected the residents’ unwavering support of their children’s and grandchildren’s education.  The same spirit of pride and determination 
that built the original Beachwood High School in 1957 continues today. Now, some of those same residents and their children will be 
asked to build upon that legacy by enabling Beachwood High School’s physical structure to mirror its outstanding academic offerings.  

Richard A. Markwardt, Ph.D
Superintendent

Michele E. Mills
Treasurer

Robert P. Hardis
BHS Principal
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Matt Banchek – Miami University
Sonya Bangalore – Ohio Wesleyan University
Jordan Brown – University of Michigan
Brittany Crosby – George Washington University
Marc Eisenberg – Miami University
Mark Goldberg – Lehigh University
Olivia Haas – University of Miami
Sevy Harris – University of Michigan
Austin Haynesworth – Yale University
Josh Jacobs – Washington University in St. Louis
Nathan Kohn-Magnus – University of Michigan
Sarah Levine – Cornell University
Masami Matsuyama – Case Western Reserve University
 and Oxford College of Emory University
Joyce Catherine Neville – Miami University
Ilana Nurko – University of Michigan 
Ben Reisman – Northwestern University
Matt Sabaroff – Miami University
Alexandra Stern – Emory University
Amy Van – Case Western Reserve University
Mengzi Wu – Tulane University

The Beachwood City School District proudly 
congratulates the following seniors who have been 
accepted to their early decision/early action schools:  

Seniors Celebrate Early College Acceptances

Back row (left to right): Matt Sabaroff, Austin Haynesworth, and 
Mengzi Wu.

Middle row (left to right): Masami Matsuyama, Olivia Haas, Sarah 
Levine, Matt Banchek, Marc Eisenberg, and Joyce Catherine Neville.

Front row (left to right): Alexandra Stern, Brittany Crosby, Amy Van, 
Ilana Nurko, Josh Jacobs, and Nathan Kohn-Magnus.

Not Pictured: Sonya Bangalore, Ben Reisman, Jordan Brown, and 
Sevy Harris.

Relay Team Sets New Record BHS Artist Earns “Best in Show” Award

The Girls 400 Freestyle Relay team crushed last 
year’s BHS record by four seconds 
and set a new time of 3:58.31. Lisa 
Sostakowski is the swim coach.

From left to right: Amelia 
Wester, Elizabeth Morris, 
Laura Tramer, and Emi Hitomi. 

Senior Yehuda Blum won “Best in Show” for his oil painting that was 
submitted to the Beachwood Arts Council’s High School Juried Art Show. 
Twenty-three high schools were 
represented with each school 
submitting four entries. Blum is 
part of the Excel TECC 
Visual Art and Design 
program and also meets 
with Beachwood Art 
Teacher Allen Scott.

Pictured from left: 
Yehuda Blum and 
Allen Scott with 
the award-winning 
oil painting of a 
still-life model that 
Blum painted with 
Rembrandt’s style 
as inspiration.
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Wang, Maria Perilla, 
Claire Bruening, and 
Daniel Leskov. Front row 
(left to right): Alex Remer, 
Yuke Zheng, Swathi 
Srinivasan, Molly Rosen, 
and Tabitha Nierderer.

5th place fifth-grade 
team (not pictured): Leo 
Aguerrevere, Melanie 
Bernstein, Andrew 
Lubiner, Lauren Miller, 
Ben Rowles, Philip 
Schnee, Arielle Tindel, Julia Warner, Amanda Wasserman, Sean Waxman-Lenz, 
and Jason Wu.

6th place sixth-grade team (not pictured): Clarissa Djohari, Brad Douglas, Reid 
Gobieski, Henry Grasso, Maddy Grenert-Haas, Lin-ye Kay, Hannah Leland, Kelvin 
Liu, and Simon Perilla.

Being Green Affect the 
Green Bean?), Jacqueline 
Reu (Ecological: Chemical 
or Organic Fertilizers?), 
Kyra Reu (Insulation: 
Natural or Synthetic?), 
and Halle Spero (Colorful 
Color Words).

Front row (left to right): 
Lexi Stovsky (Does the 
Soccer Position You Play 
Affect How Many Steps 
You Take?), Monica 
Colmenares (How Long 
Will My Sleepy Yo-Yo 
Sleep?), Alex Glassman 
(Now Hear This!), Dean Granot (Do Swim Caps Affect Swim Times?), Kaury Hooper 
(Building a Better Windmill: Do More Blades Equal More Power?), and Jay Rajan 
(Hydraulic Press).

Communications Director
Michelle Burgess, 464-2600
mwb@beachwoodschools.org

BHS Stock Club Plays the Market and Wins Big

KMO Team Garners a State Championship and National Recognition

The BHS Stock Club team won 1st place out of 132 teams in the 2009 Stock Market 
Game Cavaliers Investment Challenge, sponsored by Fidelity Investment, for increasing 
their team’s stock value by 15.5 percent.  The team, along with advisor Jean Getz, attended 
a dinner reception at the Quicken Loans Arena and received recognition on the court at 
half time during the Cleveland Cavaliers game.

Left to right: Freshman Graham Gobieski and seniors Mengzhi Wu, Eric Silverman, 
and Thanakorn Sirisakkamol.

A fifth-grade Horizon’s Knowledge 
Master Open (KMO) team won 1st place 
in the state of Ohio and placed 5th in the 
nation amongst the 223 competing schools. 
A second fifth-grade Horizons team placed 
5th in the state while a sixth grade team 
took 6th place. KMO is a critical thinking 
competition in which students work together 
to answer a wide range of 100 questions 
across multiple disciplines. Students 
utilize critical reading skills, background 
knowledge, logic, and effective teamwork 
to earn points in a fast-paced setting. Maria 
Colombo-DiLeonare and Kathleen Kelly 
are Horizons teachers and the fifth and 
sixth-grade team advisors.

1st place fifth-grade team back row (left 
to right): Cameron Haynesworth, William 

12 BMS Students Advance to the Northeast Ohio Science and Engineering Fair
More than 35 Beachwood Middle School 

parents and community members served as 
judges for the Beachwood Middle School 
Science and Engineering Fair. Students 
displayed their projects and discussed 
results of their research with judges, who 
then selected students to compete in the 
Northeast Ohio Science and Engineering 
Fair at Cleveland State University. Forty 
students were recognized as semifinalists for 
their projects and 12 students will advance to 
the Northeast Ohio Science and Engineering 
Fair that will take place March 15-18. 
Melanie DeLuca, Ben Singer, and Rob 
Ristau are the BMS science teachers that 
organized the fair.

Back row (left to right): Eli Lawas 
(Brilliant Botany), Anniah McClellan 
(Earthworm Invasion), Kate Opre (Does 


